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Tnis paper presents one of a series of digests or foreifn mining 
legislation and court decisions that is being prepared in advance of a general 
report relative to the rictht of American citizens to explore for minerals and 
to own and operate mines in various foreign countrics. Tuis interpretation 
of the laws of Persia nas been prepared from the best available information 
in Washington but is released subject to correction and amplification, if 
necessary, ty the proper Ainerican diplomatic and consular officers, to whom 
it is being referred through the courtesy of the Department of State. 


SYNOPSIS OF LAW 


The mining laws of Persia are contained in the "Temmorary Mining Law 
of Persia No. 1355," aosroved October 2, 1917, fron which the following at- 
stract has teen prepared. 


No one is —G to exploit any mine without the nermission of the 
Government. On private land, prospecting snall be wWitn the permission of tne 
owner oz tne land saa the Government. In case the owner of tne land is not 
willing to allow prospecting, the Government will permit prosvecting without 
tune owner's consent. Tne cwner of the land may exploit nis land in any Way 
ne likes, but excavations can not take place unless permitted by the Govern- 
mont. Neith rer the owner of the land nor the discoverer of the mine will be 
preferred vv the Government to any other person as far as the giving of the 
concession for the mine is concerned. The apvlicant for the concession shall 
prove that he has fulfilled all conditions required for the investigation and 
excavation of the mine. 


eee. 


1° The Bureau of Mines will welcone reprinting of this 0: jper., “provided vne 
following footnote acicnowledgment is used: gee from U. S. Bureau of 
t.cs Information Circular 6192." 
&  aAssociate mineral economist, U. S. Bureau of Mines. 
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Two kinds of taxes are levied on mines: provortionate taxes and fixed | 
taxes. Proportionate taxes snall te agreed-upon at the time of granting the 
concession; this tax will be based uvon the nature of the mineral, degree of 
its composition, its prospective quantity, and the anvoroximate expenses of 
its mining. The fixed taxes shali be one toman on every thousand square zars, 
Wiica is mari:ed on the man of the concession. 


If the person tnat has obtained the concession is not the ovmer of 
the land he must pay an annual rent to the owner of the land, first, for the 
mine itselr, and, secondly, for the territory around it. The amount of money 
paid for the mine shall te named by the Government at the time of granting tre 
Concession. io other rizsnt is given to tne ovmer. The rent paid for the 
territory around the mine shall be equal ta one and a nalf times the usual 
income of that land. The land around the mine can be tought or rented trv tn 
man tuat has the concession, as ne »leases. If the time required for pros- 
pecting deprives the owner of the land of His usual incoze for more than two 
vears, tne landowner wiil be in a position to require the purchase cf his 
land at a normal price. | | 
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